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Phonétique
Cours 3 : 

  Les consonnes de l’API (suite) 
3. Les occlusives 

KAMIYAMA, Takeki 
takeki.kamiyama@univ-paris8.fr
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Relâchement non audible
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Voiced and voiceless plosives: 
Word-final position

• Observe the consonant at the end of the 
following words in English: 

•  /kæp/ 
•  /kæb/ 
• Then compare them with the consonant at the 

beginning of the following words in French: 
• /kap/ (« cap ») 
• /kab/ (« Cabe »)
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/kæp/ /kæp/

no audible release
upper lip

lower lip

vocal fold 
vibration

release with no voicing 

initiation 
(airstream)
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The release phase of voiceless plosives 
•  /kæp/  
•  [kʰæ̆p] [kʰæ̆p̚ ] (no audible release) 

The release phase of voiced plosives 
•  /kæb/   
•  [kʰæb̥] but rarely [kʰæbə] 

Voiced and voiceless plosives: 
Word-final position
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Voiced and voiceless plosives: 
Word-final position

• In English, word-final voiceless plosives can be 
pronounced with no audible release : /kæp/ 
[kʰæ̆p] or [kʰæ̆p̚ ]. 

• Word-final voiced plosives are partially 
devoiced, and the voicing almost never lasts 
after release: /kæb/ [kʰæb̥] but rarely [kʰæbə].  
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Relâchement non audible

• Cantonais 
!"#$% &'( ‘to assist’ 協   !")*% &'( ‘blood’ 血%

!"+,% &'( ‘to ear’ 吃

• Coréen 
!$-$% &( ‘cooked rice, meal’ .  %

!/012#,% &( ‘food’ 34       !5607-,% &( ‘watermelon’ 89
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Les occlusives / plosives (stops)
Consonnes (pulmonaires)

Occlusive (orale) (stop)

(Occlusive) Nasale

Vibrante

Battue

Fricative

Fricative latérale

Approximante
Approximante 

latérale

Dental / alvéolaire / postalvéolaire
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/t/ français et /t/ anglais : lieu 
d’articulation et forme de la langue

• Straka, Georges (1965) Album phonétique
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(occlusives) dentale / apicale / laminale
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(occlusives) dentale / alvéolaire 
apicale / laminale

• Many languages contrast dental and alveolar stops. This 
difference is almost always accompanied by a difference 
in laminality. All four of the possibilities, apical dental, 
laminal dental, apical alveolar and laminal alveolar occur, 
but languages rarely have contrasts in which one sound is 
apical and the other laminal with the contact being made 
at the same place on the roof of the mouth. In the 
languages we have investigated, dental stops are usually 
laminal rather than apical, with contact on both the teeth 
and the front part of the alveolar ridge, whereas the 
alveolar stops are often apical, with contact usually on the 
center of the alveolar ridge. (Ladefoged & Maddieson, 
1996 Sounds of the World's Languages. p. 21)
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Les occlusives / plosives (stops)
Consonnes (pulmonaires)

Occlusive (orale) (stop)

(Occlusive) Nasale

Vibrante

Battue

Fricative

Fricative latérale

Approximante
Approximante 

latérale

Rétroflexe
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(dentales et) rétroflexes
• Hindi 
[%* :;<] ‘beat’ (n.)    !=:;<( ‘lentil’ 
[%* :>;<] ‘platter’  [=:>;?] ‘knife edge’ 

[@;<] ‘postpone’    !A;<( ‘branch’ 
[@>;<] ‘lumber shop’ [A>;<] ‘shield’
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Rétroflexes apicale et sub-apicale

• Ladefoged & Maddieson (1996: 27)
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Les occlusives / plosives (stops)
Consonnes (pulmonaires)

(stop)

Palatal
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Palatales
• Tchèque 
[B+<C] ‘body’ tělo    %%
[D+<C] ‘gun’ dělo    %%

!7-B-( %
Bat’a
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Les occlusives / plosives (stops)
Consonnes (pulmonaires)

Vélaire / uvulaire
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Vélaires / uvulaires
• Arabe 
/,-<7/ ‘dog’    %%
/E-<7F ‘heart’    %%

• Quéchua (UCLA) 
http://phonetics.ucla.edu/vowels/chapter12/quechua.html 
!,6G6#( ‘to move’%

!E-H6( ‘tongue’
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Les occlusives / plosives (stops)

Glottal
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Occlusive glottale (coup de glotte) / glottal stop

• Arabe 
/5-I-<-/ ‘(he) asked’        cf. /5--J-/ ‘(he) walked’ 
  %%• Allemand : devant une voyelle au début de mot et 

de racine (sauf les mots grammaticaux inaccentués) 
[I+KLI-K7-M*N] ‘achieve through work’ erarbeiten  %%

• Anglais : allophone de /t/ 
!L7OIKP<;M( butterfly : à l’intérieur de mot en Cockney%

7CC*%7C-*%7C6*%: en fin de mot, et notamment de 
l’énoncé ; observé également dans d’autres accent. 
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