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Compounds

• Many “noun + noun” compounds have 
primary stress on the first element. 

• The second element is not stressed. 

• 'armchair, 'sunflower (closed compounds) 
• 'front-runner, 'she-devil (hyphenated) 
• 'side salad, 'bank manager (open compounds) 
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Phrases

• However, phrases consist of two or more lexical 
items (e.g. “adjective + noun”). 

•  ˈbeautiful ˈflowers, a ˈbitter disapˈpointment 

• Compare: 
• The ˈWhite House / a ˈwhite ˈhouse 
• A ˈblackbird / a ˈblack ˈbird
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Nota bene

• London Underground lines have stress on 
the first element (lexicalized contrastive 
focus): 

 the ˈCentral Line 
 the ˈNorthern Line  
 the ˌPiccaˈdilly Line 
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Double-stressed compounds

• However, some “noun + noun” compounds 
have primary stress on their second element 
(double-stressed compounds). 

•  ˌChristmas ˈEve, ˌTown ˈHall, ˌham ˈsandwich 

• Compare: 
•  ˈChristmas card / ˌChristmas ˈEve 
•  ˈhigh school / ˌKing’s ˈCollege

Wells (2006)
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Double-stressed compounds
• Proper names of people: 
 ˌJames McˈGregor, Deˌnise ˈHarris 

• Proper names of roads and public places: 
 Vicˌtoria ˈRoad, ˌOxford ˈAvenue (except those 

ending in street: ˈOxford Street, ˈDowning Street)  

• Names of institutions such as hotels and 
schools: 

 ˌJury’s ˈInn, ˌMarlborough ˈHotel, ˌGoldsmith’s 
ˈCollege, ˌBailey’s ˈRestaurant, the ˌFestival ˈHall 
(but ˈhigh school, ˈsecondary school, ˈPizza Hut)

Wells (2006)
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Double-stressed compounds

• Compounds in which the first element names the 
place or time: 

 ˌTown ˈHall, ˌkitchen ˈwindow, ˌsummer vaˈcation, 
ˌevening ˈmeal 

(but ˈBoxing Day, ˈChristmas ˌpresent, ˈChristmas 
card, ˈbirthday card) 

• Compare: 
ˌChristmas ˈEve, ˌChristmas ˈDay, ˌChristmas 
ˈpudding) 

Wells (2006)
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Double-stressed compounds

• Compounds in which the first element names the 
material or ingredient 

 ˌleather ˈjacket, ˌcheese ˈsandwich, ˌpork ˈchop 
(except those ending in juice, cake or bread: 
ˈorange juice, ˈcarrot cake, ˈgingerbread) 

• Compare: 
 !cotton "wool (material) 

 a "cotton plant Wells (2006)

Hewings (2007: 38)
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Practice: London place names

• Listen to place names and identify the 
stress pattern.
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Other types of compound nouns
• noun + -ing (gerund) 
 "birdwathcing, "house-hunting, "fly-fishing 
 Exceptions: pe!destrian "crossing, !thanks"giving  
• -ing (gerund) + noun 
# "dressing gown, "sitting room, "freezing point 
 cf. -ing (participle) + noun 
 !managing di"rector, de!fining "moment, !casting 
"vote 

• verb + noun 
 "search party, con"trol tower, "think tank

Hewings (2007: 38)
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Abbreviations

• Two-, three-, and four-letter abbreviations said 
as individual letters often have main stress on 
the last letter and secondary stress on the first: 

 the !E"U 
 the !U"K 
 the !BB"C 
 !DN"A 
 the !YMC"A

Hewings (2007: 40)
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Exercise

• 1. She’s the company’s CEO. 
• 2. She works as a nurse for the NHS.  
• 3. There aren’t many people here who speak RP.  
• 4. She just needs a lot of rest and a bit of TLC.  
• 5. If there are no delays, what’s your ETA. 
• 6. He spends most weekends doing DIY.  
• 7. The eclipse is at 9 o’clock GMT.  
 

Hewings (2007: 41)
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Exercise

• 1. She’s the company’s CEO. 
 /$%&#'(#")*+,(-%&#!.%/#%/#"(0/ 
• 2. She works as a nurse for the NHS.  
 /$%#"12/).#(&#(#"-2/.#3(#'%#!4-#456$#"4./ 
• 3. There aren’t many people here who speak RP.  
 /'(7#"8/-6#"+4-%#",%/,9#":5(#:;/#".,%/)#!8/#",%// 
• 4. She just needs a lot of rest and a bit of TLC.  
 /.%#"<=*.>6?#"-%/<&#(#"9@6#(A#"74.6#(-#(#"B56#(A#!6%/#49#
".%// Hewings (2007: 41)
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Exercise

• 5. If there are no delays, what’s your ETA. 
 /53#'(7(#"-(0#<5"945&#C#"1@6.#D(7#!%/#6%/#"45/ 
• 6. He spends most weekends doing DIY.  
 /:%#".,4-<&#"+(0.6#!1%/")4-<&#"<;/5E#!<%/#F5#"1F5/ 
• 7. The eclipse is at 9 o’clock GMT.  
 /'%#5")95,.#5&#(6#"-F5-#(")9@)#!<=%/#4+#"6%// 
• Greenwich /"G74-5<=#"G75-5<=#/

Hewings (2007: 41)

2. Stress in phrasal verbs

Hewings 2007: 44-47
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Phrasal verbs: case 1 
One-stress phrasal verbs

• The particle in most one-stress phrasal verbs is a 
preposition : 

 "dream of: I wouldn’t "dream of asking you to do it. 
 "hear from: We never "heard from them again. 
 

Hewings (2007: 44)
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Phrasal verbs: case 1 
One-stress phrasal verbs

• N.B.1: particle highlighted for emphasis or contrast 
 "hear of / "hear from:  
A: I’m surprised you’ve never "heard of him. 
B: I didn’t say I hadn’t "heard "of him, I said I hadn’t "heard 
"from him. 

• N.B.2: strong form is used clause-finally 
 "live for: He "lives for /3(/ his work. 
   She felt she had nothing to "live for /3H//. 
 "think of: I was just "thinking of /(A/ you. 
   What on earth were you "thinking of /@A/.

Hewings (2007: 44)
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Phrasal verbs: case 2 
Two-stress phrasal verbs

• The particle in two-stress phrasal verbs is usually 
(used as) an adverb: 

 !hang a"round: It was freezing cold, so I didn’t want to 
!hang a"round. 

 !get a"long: My brother and I don’t really !get a"long 
together.   
# !call "back: I’m busy at the moment. Can I !call you 
"back? 
# !write "down: I’ll never remember the number. Can you 
!write it "down for me?

Hewings (2007: 46)
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Phrasal verbs:  
One- or two-stress phrasal verbs?

• Particle used as a preposition or adverb? 
 "live on: He had to "live on less than $10 a day. 
  (= the amount of money he had to buy things) 
 !live "on: The tradition !lives "on in many parts of the 

country. (= continues)   
# "come to: How much does all that "come to? 
  (= what’s the total cost?) 
# !come "to: She hasn’t !come "to yet after the 

accident. (= regained consciousness) 
Hewings (2007: 44)
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Exercise 
 One- or two-stress phrasal verbs?

• The birds came close, but when I sneezed, I 
!frightened them a"way.  

• 1. She said she’d be early, but I wouldn’t bank on 
it. 

• 2. He gave us a lot of information that I couldn’t 
take in. 

• 3. I couldn’t do question six, so I left it out. 
• 4. Dan said he’d phone today, but I haven’t heard 

from him.
Hewings (2007: 45)
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Exercise 
 One- or two-stress phrasal verbs?

• 5. If you’re passing, why don’t you stop by?  
• 6. You look well. Living by the sea must agree with 

you. 
• 7. There isn’t anyone but you that I can confide in. 
• 8. Having my own boat is something I’ve always 

dreamed about.

Hewings (2007: 45)
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Phrasal verbs: case 3 
Three-word phrasal verbs

• verb + adverb + preposition : 
 !look "up to: I’d always !looked "up to her. 
 !grow "out of: The dress was small and she soon 
!grew "out of it. 
# !go "through with: When the time came to leave, I 

couldn’t !go "through with it. 
# !put "up with: I was finding it hard to !put "up with him.

Hewings (2007: 46)
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Two-stress phrasal verbs and 
compound nouns

• Many compound nouns come from two-stress phrasal 
verbs: 

 !mix "up / "mix-up:  
  I got the times !mixed "up. 
  There was a "mix-up over times. 
 !warm "up / "warm-up:  
  It is important to !warm "up before exercise. 
  He hurt his ankle during the "warm-up. 
 !wash "out / "washout:  
  The tennis match was !washed "out. 
  It was a "washout. Hewings (2007: 46)


